
August 17, 2021

President Joseph Biden
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

cc:
Vice President Kamala Harris

Attorney General Merrick B. Garland
U.S. Department of Justice

Ambassador Susan Rice
Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy

Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco
U.S. Department of Justice

Associate Attorney General Vanita Gupta
U.S. Department of Justice

Dear President Biden:

We are a group of current and former elected prosecutors and Attorneys General, former
federal criminal justice leaders, and past and present law enforcement leaders writing to
urge the Biden-Harris Administration to convene a Presidential Task Force on 21st
Century Prosecution before the year is out.

The evidence is clear: our nation’s decades of “tough on crime” practices have not created
safety and have been an anathema to justice. The United States detains 2.3 million people
in prisons, jails, and confinement facilities, more than any other democratic nation. Racial,
ethnic, and class disparities pervade the criminal legal system: American justice is far from
equal. Our communities in turn bear an enormous human and fiscal toll. Countless families
have been torn apart by over-policing and over-incarceration. Too many Americans are
trapped in poverty and unable to contribute to their communities because of their criminal
records. Many marginalized neighborhoods, particularly Black communities, face cycles
of trauma, violence, and disinvestment, and are denied opportunities. Although state and
local prosecutors work to protect their communities through targeted prosecution of
serious crimes and offering services for survivors, survivors of crime still do not receive
the care they deserve. And taxpayers pay an estimated $182 billion each year for our
current system that throws away far too many lives as well as scarce resources. The
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traditional punitive approach to prosecution has not made us safer and it has not brought
justice. We urge the Biden-Harris Administration to help us chart a new path forward.

Every day, we fight for fairness and justice in our jurisdictions. We work in our jurisdictions to
advance a new vision of justice, one in which all Americans are safe from harm and oppression,
and empowered to collectively build a better future. We need allies and support in that fight. And
we need national engagement.

Prosecutors possess far-reaching discretion to charge crimes, recommend bail, plea bargain, and
recommend sentences. With this starting point in mind, it is not surprising that President Biden’s
Plan for Strengthening America’s Commitment to Justice called for a “task force on
prosecutorial discretion.” Transforming prosecution must be at the heart of any effective criminal
legal reform agenda.

Across the country over the past few years, a number of elected reform-minded prosecutors are
boldly redefining what it means to be a prosecutor and how we can play a key role in a new 21st
Century vision for prosecution. The prosecutorial profession, however, still has much to learn. In
the model of the Presidential Task Force on 21st Century Policing, we need prosecutorial leaders
at a state and local level to come together with justice-impacted people, defense attorneys, crime
survivors, civil rights advocates, community and law enforcement leaders, researchers,
Department of Justice representatives and other federal experts, and many others, to listen, share
innovations, and together create a roadmap that can help promote the justice system our
communities seek and deserve.

The American people have demanded change. The rallying cry to transform our criminal legal
system stretches from the streets to across the political aisle. We urge the Biden-Harris
Administration to seize this moment and create a Presidential Task Force on 21st Century
Prosecution soon; our communities are urging us all to act.

Most respectfully,

Roy L. Austin
Former Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice
Former Deputy Assistant to President Obama for the Office of Urban Affairs, Justice and
Opportunity, White House Domestic Policy Council

Branville Bard
Commissioner, Cambridge Police Department, Massachusetts

Diana Becton
District Attorney, Contra Costa County, California

Wesley Bell
Prosecuting Attorney, St. Louis County, Missouri
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Buta Biberaj
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Loudoun County, Virginia

Shay Bilchik
Former Administrator, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, U.S. Department
of Justice
Former Chief Assistant State Attorney, Miami-Dade County, Florida

Sherry Boston
District Attorney, DeKalb County, Georgia

Chesa Boudin
District Attorney, City and County of San Francisco, California

Rashall M. Brackney, Ph.D.
Police Chief, Charlottesville Police Department, Virginia

Joseph Brann
Former Chief, Hayward Police Department, California
Former Director, Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, U.S. Department of Justice

Aisha Braveboy
State’s Attorney, Prince George’s County, Maryland

Jim Bueerman
Former Chief, Redlands Police Department, California
Former President, National Police Foundation

Chris Burbank
Director, Law Enforcement Engagement, Center for Policing Equity
Former Chief, Salt Lake City Police Department, Utah

Mike Butler
Former Chief, Longmont Public Safety Department, Colorado

Leevin Camacho
Attorney General, Guam

John Choi
County Attorney, Ramsey County (St. Paul), Minnesota

Jerry L. Clayton
Sheriff, Washtenaw County (Ann Arbor), Michigan

Dave Clegg
District Attorney, Ulster County, New York



Shameca Collins
District Attorney, 6 th Judicial District, Mississippi

Scott Colom
District Attorney, 16 th Judicial District, Mississippi

Laura Conover
County Attorney, Pima County (Tucson), Arizona

Brendan Cox
Former Chief, Albany Police Department, New York

John Creuzot
District Attorney, Dallas County, Texas

Satana Deberry
District Attorney, Durham County, North Carolina

Parisa Dehghani-Tafti
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Arlington County and the City of Falls Church, Virginia

Brandon del Pozo
Former Chief, Burlington Police Department, Vermont

Steve Descano
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Fairfax County, Virginia

W. Thomas Dillard
Former U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Florida
Former U.S. Attorney, Eastern District of Tennessee

John Dixon
Former Chief, Petersburg Police Department, Virginia

Thomas J. Donovan, Jr.
Attorney General, Vermont

Michael Dougherty
District Attorney, 20th Judicial District (Boulder), Colorado

Mark Dupree
District Attorney, Wyandotte County (Kansas City), Kansas

Matt Ellis
District Attorney, Wasco County, Oregon



Keith Ellison
Attorney General, Minnesota

Kimberly M. Foxx
State’s Attorney, Cook County (Chicago), Illinois

Gil Garcetti
Former District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California

Kimberly Gardner
Circuit Attorney, City of St. Louis, Missouri

Stan Garnett
Former District Attorney, 20th Judicial District (Boulder), Colorado

José Garza
District Attorney, Travis County (Austin), Texas

George Gascón
District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California
Former District Attorney, City and County of San Francisco, California
Former Chief, San Francisco Police Department, California
Former Chief, Mesa Police Department, Arizona

Sarah F. George
State’s Attorney, Chittenden County, Vermont

Sim Gill
District Attorney, Salt Lake County, Utah

Joe Gonzales
District Attorney, Bexar County (San Antonio), Texas

Deborah Gonzalez
District Attorney, Western Judicial Circuit (Athens), Georgia

Eric Gonzalez
Kings County (Brooklyn), New York

Mark Gonzalez
District Attorney, Nueces County (Corpus Christi), Texas

Christian Gossett
District Attorney, Winnebago County, Wisconsin



Barry Grissom
Former U.S. Attorney, District of Kansas

Andrea Harrington
District Attorney, Berkshire County, Massachusetts

Jim Hingeley
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Albemarle County, Virginia

John Hummel
District Attorney, Deschutes County, Oregon

Elizabeth K. Humphries
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Fredericksburg, Virginia

Natasha Irving
District Attorney, 6th Prosecutorial District, Maine

Shalena Cook Jones
District Attorney, Chatham County (Savannah), Georgia

Melinda Katz
District Attorney, Queens County, New York

Justin F. Kollar
Prosecuting Attorney, County of Kaua’i, Hawaii

Lawrence S. Krasner
District Attorney, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Miriam Aroni Krinsky
Former Assistant U.S. Attorney, Criminal Appellate Chief, and General Crimes Chief, Central
District of California
Former Chair, Solicitor General’s Criminal Appellate Advisory Group, U.S. Department of
Justice

William Lansdowne
Former Chief, San Diego Police Department, California
Former Chief, San Jose Police Department, California
Former Chief, Richmond Police Department, California

Robert L. Listenbee
Former Administrator, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, U.S. Department
of Justice



James Manfre
Former Sheriff, Flagler County Sheriff's Office, Florida

Brian S. Mason
District Attorney, 17th Judicial District, Colorado

Beth McCann
District Attorney, 2nd Judicial District (Denver), Colorado

Karen McDonald
Prosecuting Attorney, Oakland County, Michigan

Garry L. McFadden
Sherriff, Mecklenburg County (Charlotte), North Carolina

Ryan Mears
Prosecuting Attorney, Marion County (Indianapolis), Indiana

Spencer Merriweather
District Attorney, Mecklenburg County (Charlotte), North Carolina

Brian Middleton
District Attorney, Fort Bend County, Texas

Stephanie Morales
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Portsmouth, Virginia

Marilyn Mosby
State’s Attorney, Baltimore City, Maryland

Jody Owens
District Attorney, Hinds County, Mississippi

Alonzo Payne
District Attorney, 12th Judicial District, Colorado

Joseph Platania
Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Charlottesville, Virginia

Bryan Porter
Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Alexandria, Virginia

Abdul Pridgen
Chief, Seaside Police Department, California



Harold F. Pryor
State Attorney, 17 th Judicial Circuit (Fort Lauderdale), Florida

Dalia Racine
District Attorney, Douglas County, Georgia

Karl Racine
Attorney General, District of Columbia

Kwame Raoul
Attorney General, State of Illinois

Ira Reiner
Former District Attorney, Los Angeles County, California
Former City Attorney, Los Angeles, California

Mimi Rocah
District Attorney, Westchester County, New York

Rachael Rollins
District Attorney, Suffolk County (Boston), Massachusetts

Jeff Rosen
District Attorney, Santa Clara County, California

Marian Ryan
District Attorney, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Tori Verber Salazar
District Attorney, San Joaquin County, California

Dan Satterberg
Prosecuting Attorney, King County (Seattle), Washington

Eli Savit
Prosecuting Attorney, Washtenaw County (Ann Arbor), Michigan

Mike Schmidt
District Attorney, Multnomah County (Portland), Oregon

Ronal Serpas
Former Superintendent, New Orleans Police Department, Louisiana
Former Chief, Metropolitan Nashville Police Department, Tennessee
Former Chief, Washington State Patrol, Washington



Harry L. Shorstein
Former State Attorney, 4 th Judicial Circuit, Florida

Carol Siemon
Prosecuting Attorney, Ingham County (Lansing), Michigan

Norm Stamper
Former Chief, Seattle Police Department, Washington

Darrel Stephens
Former Executive Director, Major City Chiefs Association
Former Chief, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department, North Carolina

Carter Stewart
Former U.S. Attorney, Southern District of Ohio

David Sullivan
District Attorney, Northwestern District, Massachusetts

Tom Synan
Police Chief, Newton Police Department, Ohio

Shannon Taylor
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Henrico County, Virginia

Scott Thomson
Former Chief, Camden Police Department, New Jersey

Raúl Torrez
District Attorney, Bernalillo County (Albuquerque), New Mexico

Gregory Underwood
Commonwealth’s Attorney, City of Norfolk, Virginia

Matthew Van Houten
District Attorney, Tompkins County (Ithaca), New York

Joyce Vance
Former U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Alabama

Cyrus R. Vance
District Attorney, New York County (Manhattan), New York

Andrew Warren
State Attorney, 13th Judicial Circuit (Tampa), Florida



Lynneice Washington
District Attorney, Jefferson County, Bessemer District, Alabama

Jared Williams
District Attorney, Augusta, Georgia

Todd Williams
District Attorney, Buncombe County (Asheville), North Carolina


